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neighborhood in dealings with City Hall, 
Monroe County and the State of NY. Our goal 
is to plan for our community as a diverse and 
vibrant neighborhood celebrate the 
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and represent our interests in decisions that 
affect our neighborhood.www.maplewood.org
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25th Anniversary of the Maplewood Historic District
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Maplewood is proudly celebrating the 25th anniversary of its entry in the National Register of Historic Places, 
awarded by the National Park Service on December 8, 1997.

At the time of the application, the Maplewood District contained 245 contributing primary buildings (234 
houses, two apartments, three churches, two church-related residences, three buildings associated with a 
church school, and one recreational facility). The residences have characteristics of national architectural 
styles, including Italianate, Second Empire, Shingle, Stick, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Neoclassical, Tudor 
Revival, Mission, Prairie, American Foursquare, Bungalow, and Craftsman. They were designed by local and 
regional architects such as Otto Block, Claude Bragdon, Crandall and Strobel, Foote and Headley, Frank G. Frey, 
Gordon and Madden, Hutchinson and Cutler, McCord and Ives, Howard B. Nurse, Joseph H. Oberlies, James R. 
Tyler, Ward Welling Ward, and others.

One of the major public buildings in the district is the Maplewood 
Branch YMCA at the south end of the district facing Driving Park 
Avenue. It was designed by Claude Bragdon, employing a Second 
Renaissance Revival style, with interlacing arched corbel table and its 
arched entrance surrounded by Ionic order columns.
Frederick Law Olmsted’s prominent design firm in 1893 was 
commissioned to create Seneca Park East and Seneca Park West. In 
1904, it was designated as Maplewood Park as a passive recreation 
area and open space for people to enjoy the natural beauty of the 
Lower Falls and the Genesee River. The Olmsted firm also designed 
Seneca Parkway in 1893, featuring the central grassy mall which 
creates a park-like appearance to the street.
The Maplewood Rose Garden is one of the largest rose gardens in 
Upstate New York. It includes over 5,000 bushes and 250 varieties of 
roses. Although a rose garden had been planted here in the 1920s, a 
significant expansion occurred in the late 1940s through a 
collaboration between the City of Rochester Bureau of Parks and the 
Rochester Rose Society.
The Maplewood Historic District retains a high level of visual and 
architectural integrity and continues to reflect its historic identity as 
one of Rochester’s most significant historic neighborhoods.

 -Bill Self
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Dear Maplewood Community Association,

Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Edgar Santa Cruz, 
and I am Foodlink’s new Lexington Avenue Community Farm 
Manager. Our farm is located on Lexington Avenue, between 
Curlew Street and Starling Street, and sits on a 1.33-acre 
campus. This past year, Foodlink purchased an adjacent 
building with plans to rehab the property and redesign the 
farm. However, to make this a great success we need 
community input and participation.

With an increasing number of people being introduced to and 
growing a passion for urban farming and community 
gardening, we have a tremendous opportunity to make the 
Lexington Farm into a space the residents and community, 
specifically in the Northwest Quadrant, envision it to be. As 
the planning begins, we also want to make sure we speak with 
as many stakeholders as possible to listen to their feedback 
and ideas. To best capture people’s opinion, we are looking to 
talk and/or survey people, including youth, and inform them 
of upcoming open forums to view proposed designs. Within 
the next two months, I would like to schedule a time to visit 
and present to you and your association and/or to survey your 
members about Foodlink’s plans and goals for the farm, and 
how you, your organization, and participants can help with the 
development planning. If this can take place, please send me 
some dates and times that work with your schedule.

The Lexington Community Farm is a gem in the Northwest 
Quadrant, and we hope that with your help, we can make the 
farm into a community space driven by community 
stakeholders for community stakeholders.

Please do not hesitate to reach out via phone or email. I look 
forward to meeting and talking with you soon.

 Thank you,

Edgar Santa Cruz (he/him/his) | Community Farm Manager

Please send inquiries about the Community Garden to 
Mitch Gruber.  
mgruber@foodlinkny.org 
iPhone: 585-413-4060.  

Lexington Avenue Community Farm | 617 Lexington Ave. | 
Rochester, NY 14613

FoodlinkNY.org

Editor's Note:

Sadly, Edgar Santa Cruz passed away after being struck by a 
car on 12/23/22.  We join Foodlink in mourning this 
tremendous loss in our community and extend our deepest 
sympathy to Edgar's family and friends.

Message from 
the President
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Message from Foodlink,Inc.
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President’s message: 

As the winter weather arrives, we realize that with 
the pretty snow comes the work of getting it out of 
the way!  Shoveling (or snowblowing) the driveway 
has become a winter ritual for most of us 
homeowners.  However, something many of us 
forget or ignore is our responsibility to clear the 
public sidewalk in front of our house.  
The City of Rochester's Code requires all property 
owners to clear the snow on the public sidewalk in 
front of their property, and to keep it clear.  Some of 
you may notice that on our tax bills we are charged 
a per-foot charge for “Sidewalk maintenance”.  The 
City does pay for contractors to clear the public 
sidewalks of snow, but ONLY when more than 4 
inches fall at a time.  Any smaller amount has to be 
cleared by the property owner. 
The MNA urges property owners to think of your 
neighbors using the sidewalk when you shovel or 
blow. Students and workers walking to get buses, 
dog walkers and people just wanting to get some 
exercise in the winter all need to use that sidewalk 
safely.  Your neighbors that are elderly or 
handicapped especially need clear sidewalks.   It’s 
almost impossible to use a wheelchair on even an 
inch of snow. 
Property owners that have their driveway plowed 
have a special responsibility- driveway plowing 
usually causes snowbanks that block sidewalks 
from use by only very agile and determined walkers.  
So if you use a plowing service, please make sure 
the sidewalk is passable a�er the plowing is done.
We hope all of you have safe and happy holiday 
season, and hope to see you at the next MNA Town 
Hall on February 1st, at 7:00 in the Aquinas Chorus 
Room!

-Bill Collins
 Acting President
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PAC-TAC UPDATE
PAYPAL COMING SOON!

PAGE 5

The Lake Section PAC-TAC team completed 4 two-hour patrols 
this fall, one in September, two in October and one in 
November, covering many streets in both Maplewood and 
Edgerton.  We will likely be pausing our patrols over the winter 
and will resume walking when the weather gets warmer.  
Besides deterring crime and meeting your neighbors, it’s a 
great opportunity for exercise too!
We currently have three trained team members.  Since PAC-TAC 
patrols need at least two people, we need more of our 
neighbors to get the 1-hour PAC-TAC training and join in so 
that we can cover more time slots and streets.  RPD is willing to 
give the training class if we can get more people committed, so 
please consider taking direct action to prevent crime and 
joining PAC-TAC!  Contact Lt. Waldo if you’re interested in the 
training: richard.waldojr@cityofrochester.gov 

-Bill Collins

Paypal coming soon to the Maplewood 
Neighborhood Association for membership 
and donations!
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SPOT LIGHT
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Dick Scorse, owner, not only will tell you that there were once 
105 bars within the 10th Ward, as Maplewood is popularly 
known, but he can recite their names, locations, and 
approximate dates of their glory days and eventual demise.  
The Brew Haus, which had its grand opening on July 27, 1969, 
is the only one that remains in its original form.   Mr. Scorse 
started the business with a couple of partners while he was 
on leave from service in the Viet Nam War.  Over the years the 
bar area expanded from a single room to include a large 
dining room and music venue.  Mr. Scorse is now the sole 
owner and daughter Erin Payette, who started helping in the 
kitchen as a child, is the manager.  The Scorses have fond 
memories of the 70s and 80s when nearby Kodak Park was in 
its prime and its workers filled neighborhood bars. At their 
peak they employed 24 bartenders to wait on customers who 
sometimes lined up at 8 am waiting for the bar to open.  Rock 
bands such as The Cowsills, the Invictas, Commander Cody, to 
name only a few,  entertained there; the Dady Brothers first 
started playing at the Brewhaus.  

The decline of Kodak, new smoking laws, 
loss of neighboring businesses, were all 
hurtful to the Brew Haus, but the Scorses 
kept it going, even surviving a two- year 
mandatory Covid closure.  The Brew Haus is 
still open 7 days a week from 8 am to 
midnight. It maintains a full kitchen serving 
3 meals a day, including Wednesday dinner 
specials like prime rib; and of course, the 
bands continue to play weekends. During 
its pandemic closure Erin painted the floor 
of the music room with names of the 
hundreds of bands that have performed 
through the years.  Despite changes, Erin 
remains optimistic.  They continue to 
attract a loyal clientele, yes, even some 
Kodak workers, RGH nurses, people of 
diverse ages and backgrounds.   “It may not 
be high end” she adds, “but it’s a place for 
people to enjoy each other”.

SPOTLIGHT ON…….
 
the California Brew 
Haus on 402 Ridge 
Rd. W.,

…one of the oldest 
establishments in the 

Maplewood 
Neighborhood.



2023 GARDEN WALK

…MAPLEWOOD 
GARDEN WALK!!!

…

GET INVOLVED!
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Maplewood Garden Walk 2023 is scheduled 
for Saturday June 24 from 10-4.  The Garden 
Walk Committee is looking for volunteers to 
join the committee and homeowners to sign 
up their gardens for the tour.  The Garden 
Walk will showcase a variety of front yards, 
backyards and side gardens along with 
several commuity pocket gardens and the 
nationally recognized Maplewood Rose 
Garden.  Come and Enjoy the beauty of 
Maplewood and marvel in the work of the 
neighbors to beautify their homes.  

This event is free and open to the public.  
Contact Barb Ann Kupiec at 
rochbarbann@yahoo.com (preferred) or 
call 647-3186 if you would like to join the 
committee or sign your garden up for the 
tour.  Please notify your neighbors of the 
event and ask if any of them would also like 
to be on the tour.  Happy Holidays!

Barb Ann Kupiec
MNA Garden Walk Chairwoman

•Become a member of the MNA (Maplewood.org). Talk to your neighbors and friends about joining.
•Attend the MNA Town Hall meetings at Aquinas Institute on the first Wednesday of each month.
•Participate in our Monday night litter pickup (enricafleming54@gmail.com). -Join our PAC-TAC team to 
promote safety (alameda@frontiernet.net).
•Join our gardening team to maintain and enhance the 3 Dewey Avenue public gardens 
(rochbarbann@yahoo.com).
•Sign up for the 2023 Garden Walk Committee (rochbarbann@yahoo.com).
•We are looking for additional gardens to showcase on the Garden Walk. It’s a great way to be part of this 
fantastic event, and to meet more of your neighbors as well (rochbarbann@yahoo.com).
•Submit an article of interest to be published in the MNA quarterly newsletter 
(mnaNewsletter@yahoo.com).
•Join one of the MNA Committees – Zoning, Infrastructure, Safety, Gardening, or Dewey Avenue 
Revitalization.
•Consider becoming an active board member – we meet on the second Wednesday of each month. You only 
need to have an interest in making Maplewood a great place to live. If you have legal, zoning, accounting, 
grant, marketing, computer, website or business expertise, that’s a plus. (alameda@frontiernet.net).

BACK BY 

POPULAR 

DEMAND!


